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SEPTEMBER 29, 2024



CAROLINE MALM, LINDA WATSON, 
DAVE CARTER, SARAH JOYCE, BARB 
MIKULEC STEVE BAILEY, GAIL 
CHADDOCK-COSTELLO, JIM REID, KAREN 
KILBRIDE, KERRY BABIUK.



 R.R. Smith Memorial Foundation Fund
Annual General Meeting Agenda
September 29, 2024 9:00 am

1. Welcome and Call To Order 
2. Quorum Confirmed 
3. Adoption of Agenda 
4. Adoption of 2023 AGM Minutes 
5. Business Arising from 2023 Minutes- if any 
6. President’s Remarks 
7. Adopt 2024-25 Draft Budget as printed in Delegates Package 
8. Elections 
FOR ELECTION: 8-1 Year positions for election 
  Steve Bailey (Sunshine Coast) 
  Dave Carter (Burnaby) 
  Gail Chaddock Costello (North Shore) 
  Laurence Greef ( Langley)
  Sarah Joyce (Burnaby) 
  Karen Kilbride (Surrey) 
  Barbara Mikulec (Vancouver) 
  Jim Reid (Burnaby)
  (two members will be appointed by BCRTA Board) 
9. New Business 
10. Adjournment  



MOTION: TO APPROVE THE AGENDA



Draft at 9 am at the Hilton Hotel, Richmond 
. minutes-Annual General Meeting of the R R Smith Memorial Fund Foundation held on 
October 1, 2022 
The president Barb Mikulec noted there was quorum of members.

She gave a First Nations Acknowledgement.

Motion # 1                M/S   That the Agenda be adopted as circulated. Carried

Motion #2              M/S   That the minutes of the 2021 AGM be adopted as circulated.                       Carried

The following individuals were acclaimed as Directors of the R.R. Smith Memorial Fund Foundation for the 2022/23 fiscal year:

Steve Bailey, Dave Carter, Gail Chaddock-Costello, Sarah Joyce, Lynne Farquharson, Karen Kilbride, Barbara Mikulec, Jim Reid    Two 
further Directors will be appointed from the Board of the BCRTA. 

Motion # 3              M/S   That the draft budget as printed in the Summary of Reports be adopted.   Carried

New Business:

Motion #4               M/S   Marney Bethell, Troylana Manson

That the Kamloops Club of Retired teachers move      ‘ that the R.R. Smith Memorial Foundation contribute additional funds to the six 
BC Universities R. R. Smith Bursaries annually.’

Treasurer Dave Carter spoke in reference to this motion. Then there was a motion of referral to the new R R Smith Board to discuss 
and report back.                                                                                     Carried

 The AGM adjourned at 9:25 am. 



MOTION: TO APPROVE THE MINUTES 



Motion

There was a motion at last AGM: that the R. R. Smith Memorial Foundation contribute 
additional funds to the six BC Universities annually. 

Treasurer Dave Carter spoke in reference to this motion. Then there was a motion of 
referral to the new R. R. Smith Board to discuss and report back        Carried. 

After discussion with our lawyer, the Board discussed making contributions to the six 
universities R. R. Smith bursaries, but decided to instead focus on our charitable work 
under our criteria/application model as the bursaries were set up through a different 
source of funding after a strike action. Students apply directly to the universities, and the 
funds, through careful management, continue to grow. 



PRESIDENT’S LETTER 2024
THE BOARD CONCLUDES ANOTHER WONDERFUL YEAR.  WE APPRECIATE THE DILIGENT 
CONTRIBUTIONS OF TIME AND ENERGY OF THE BOARD MEMBERS. WE 
ACKNOWLEDGE WITH SINCERE GRATITUDE THE CONTRIBUTION OF BOARD MEMBER 
LYNNE FARQUHARSON, WHO PASSED AWAY RECENTLY AND WILL BE DEEPLY MISSED.
-THE BOARD MEMBERS MET IN PERSON TO DISCUSS THE ISSUES FOR OUR 
CHARITABLE REGISTERED PROGRAM, PROVIDING URGENTLY NEEDED FUNDS IN MANY 
DEVELOPING COUNTRIES AND IN BC.  WE ENSURE THAT ALL DONATIONS AND THE 
YEARLY CONTRIBUTION FROM MEMBERS IS SPENT WISELY, ENSURING TRANSPARENCY 
IN THE GRANTING OF FUNDS, ALTHOUGH WE HAD MANY MORE REQUESTS FOR 
FUNDS THAN WE WERE ABLE TO SUPPORT. 

• R. R. Smith Memorial Fund Foundation    President’s Letter 2024

• The Board appreciates the diligent contributions of time and energy of the Board members. Board members met in person to discuss the issues for our charitable registered program, providing 
urgently needed funds in many developing countries and in BC.  We ensure that all donations and the yearly contribution from members is spent wisely, ensuring transparency in the granting of 
funds, as we had many more requests for funds than we were able to support.  At the last AGM our funding was approved for $5 per member, donated once a year.

• Careful management of the donations which are held through the Vancity Community/R.R. Smith fund with their office sending receipts promptly if donated on-line, and at year-end if donated by 
cheque.  This year grants totaled over $43,000 which enables the continuation of programs helping registered charitable groups operating in BC and in developing countries with their diverse 
programs.  The list of recipients was published in the earlier PostScript.

• We discussed our bylaws and spent considerable time on this matter and now submit the updated bylaws for ratification to this AGM. We especially thank the Board members for their efforts 
updating the bylaws with the assistance of our pro bono lawyer Anders Ourom. Thanks also to Jim Reid for keeping our charitable status up to date with the government. 

• We continue to receive letters of appreciation from recipients from university students who benefit from the R. R. Smith bursaries administered through six universities, including UBC, SFU, 
UNBC, University of Victoria, Vancouver Island University and Thompson Rivers University.  The Board discussed making contributions to the six universities R. R. Smith bursaries but decided to 
instead focus on our charitable work under our criteria/application model as the bursaries were set up through a different source of funding after a strike action. Students apply directly to the 
universities, and the funds, through careful management, continue to grow. We note a member has given a significant donation to five universities R. R. Smith bursary accounts this year.

• Thanks to each of the members of our Board for sharing their skills: Kerry Babiuk, Dave Carter, Gail Chaddock-Costello, Laurence Greeff, Karen Kilbride, Sarah Joyce, Steve Bailey, and our 
BCRTA representatives Caroline Malm and Linda Watson.  We appreciate Tim Anderson’s skill with the website. Special thanks to Kristi and Laurie at the BCRTA office.

• Barb Mikulec, president



Continued

Careful management of the donations are held through the Vancity Community/R.R. 
Smith fund with their office sending receipts promptly if donated on-line, and at 
year-end if donated by cheque.  This year grants totaled over $40,000 which enable 
the continuation of programs helping registered charitable groups operating in BC 
and in developing countries with their diverse programs.  The list of recipients was 
published in the earlier PostScript.

We discussed our need to use our funds using the updated criteria and application 
forms on the website  www.rrsmith.ca  Thanks especially to our treasurer Dave Carter 
for keeping our charitable status up to date with the government. 

We continue to receive letters of appreciation from fund recipients from university 
students who benefit from the R. R. Smith bursaries administered through six 
universities, including UBC, SFU, UNBC, University of Victoria, Vancouver Island 
University and Thompson Rivers University

http://www.rrsmith.ca/


continued

The Board consults with our lawyer Anders Ourom about legal issues which could affect 
our charitable status, ensuring we follow the guidelines as a Canadian charitable entity.  
He consults with us as a pro bono initiative which is greatly appreciated.  His mother was 
a teacher librarian in the Vancouver school district. 

Thanks to each of the members of our Board for sharing their skills: Dave Carter, Gail 
Chaddock-Costello, Karen Kilbride, Sarah Joyce, Steve Bailey, and our BCRTA 
representatives Caroline Malm and Linda Watson.  We appreciate Tim Anderson’s skill 
with the website. Special thanks to Kristi and Laurie at the BCRTA office.

Barb Mikulec, president



R. R. SMITH MEMORIAL FOUNDATION FUND

• Background: Mr. Robert Reid Smith was a founding member of the BC 
Retired Teachers Association and President of the BCTF, and who died in 
1969. He was instrumental in planning for retired teachers needs such as 
housing.

• In 2000 the R. R. Smith Memorial Fund Foundation was established “to 
advance public education in BC and in developing countries.” 

• Presently an annual fee of $2 from each member funds the R R Smith 
Memorial Foundation Fund. 

• Donations to the R. R. Smith Memorial Foundation Fund will receive 
charitable receipts. 86160 2126 BC0001

• Our website is www.rrsmith.ca

http://www.rrsmith.ca/


R. R. SMITH BOARD 2023-2024

Kerry Babiuk                             Steve Bailey

Dave Carter                              Gail Chaddock-Costello          

Sarah Joyce                               Karen Kilbride

Barb Mikulec                            Jim Reid

BCRTA reps: Carolyn Malm    Linda Watson     



CRITERIA FOR APPLYING-    R R SMITH MEMORIAL FUND- BUILDING AN EDUCATIONAL 
LEGACY •

• The purposes of the R.R. Smith Memorial Fund Foundation focus on the advancement of public 
education in British Columbia, other parts of Canada and developing countries. The Foundation 
awards one year grants under the following provisions of its constitution in order to advance its 
charitable mandate:

• The Foundation administers grants to British Columbia or Canadian registered charitable 
organizations in order to: 

• Support the acquisition of school supplies, books and equipment to enhance learning for students 
and teachers;

• Support innovative projects which advance public education;

• Support the development of education programmes in developing countries

a) The Foundation does not fund salaries, food programmes, or the construction of buildings or 
playground equipment such as climbing apparatus, swings or slides.

b) The foundation will co-fund initiatives with governments in Canada, developing countries, and 
other charitable organizations.

• When making an application for an R.R. Smith Memorial Fund grant, please provide the following 
contact information:

• Date of application submission: ______________________________

• Name of contact person:  _______________ Name of organization:_____________

• Telephone Number:_______________________ Email address:__________________________

• Mailing Address:



GRANT APPLICATION
• Name of the organization making the application:  ____________________________________________________________________________

•

• British Columbia Registered Charity Number or Canadian Registered Charity  Number:_______________ (please circle one of the following:  BC Charity#              Canadian 
Charity#)

•

• Description of the organization and its activities: 

•

• ______________________________________________________________________________

•

• Please provide an outline of the specific project or initiative to be funded:

•

• ______________________________________________________________________________

•

• Amount requested to contribute to the funding of the project or a specific aspect of the project:

•

• ______________________________________________________________________________

•

• Please attach a budget for the project or initiative.

•



2024 FUNDS DISBURSED TOTAL $44,000

African Canadian Continuing Education Society

BC Heritage Fairs Society

Bright Beginnings Foundation Fund 
(DAF6127)

Canadian Friends of Oaxaca Inc.

Canadian Harambee Education Society

Canadian Women for Women in Afghanistan

Children's Care International

CoDevelopment Canada Association

Compassion Fruit Society

Days for Girls Canada Society

Families for Children



GRANTS CONTINUED
For the Love of Africa Society

InnovativeCommunities.org Foundation

Kenya Education Endowment Fund

NITEO Africa Society

One Girl Can Society

Pacific Community Resources Society 
(PCRS)

Real Humanitarian

Step International Foundation

Tumaini Fund Canada

Umoja Operation Compassion Society

Victoria-Taiama Partnership (Society)

Wonderful World of Books

######



VICTORIA-TAIAMA PARTNERSHIP 

TUNICS AND UNIFORM SKIRTS FOR  
STUDENTS-MADE IN TAILORING CLASS



SEWING CLASS, WHEN STUDENTS COMPLETE 
THE COURSE, THE GIRLS ARE GIVEN THEIR 
MACHINES TO TAKE HOME.



STUDENTS RECEIVE SUPPLIES FOR SECONDARY 
SCHOOL PROGRAM



THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR YOUR ONGOING SUPPORT OF OUR PROJECT!  I HAVE ATTACHED SOME PHOTOS 
OF THE SEWING PROGRAM THAT YOU ARE SUPPORTING THROUGH YOUR $2,000 GRANT. THE 2022-23 
GROUP OF STUDENTS WILL GRADUATE IN MAY, AND HAVE COMPLETED SEVERAL PROJECTS, INCLUDING 
BABY CLOTHES, DRESSES AND ROBES, SCHOOL UNIFORMS AND PERSONAL KITS CONSISTING OF A DRAW 
STRING BAG CONTAINING MENSTRUAL PADS, UNDERWEAR AND A WASHCLOTH.



GUATEMALA SCHOOL BOOKS





LITERACY FOR STUDENTS





TREASURER’S REPORT JUNE 30, 2023 DRAFT 
BUDGET • R.R. Smith Community Fund Budget for the 2023 AGM

    The R.R. Smith Committee has had a very busy year ending on June 30, 2023.  There were 33 
applications for grants and $40 800.00 were approved.  The requests for support were 2-3 times the 
available budget and so a number of organizations had their appeals reduced significantly.  Many of 
the requests this year were from first time applicants and most will probably ask for funding next year 
as well.

• Not only is the number of requests growing, and therefore the money needed to meet 
those requests, but the variety of submissions has increased as well.  Requests are 
granted to many parts of Africa, India, Pakistan, Central America, Afghanistan and also 
to projects in British Columbia.  Some of the grants were given for computer tablets, 
sewing machines, menstrual supplies, musical instruments and sporting goods.

• The R.R. Smith Committee move an increase in the annual fee from $2.00 to $5.00.  This 
would enable the Committee to grant a larger amount to the present organizations, be 
able to provide additional support to many worthy projects and allow a top-up for the 
Capital Fund.  The Capital Fund collects interest on investment monies from the VanCity 
Community Foundation which provide a more robust source of ongoing self-sustaining 
funding over time.



Draft RR SMITH PROPOSED BUDGET JUNE 3, 2024 – JUNE 30, 2025

CAPITAL & BUSINESS FUNDS

Balance June 3, 2024 239,303.88

Business Fund    273.46

Shares    228.73

SHARE OF CAPITAL FUND

RR Smith MFF 204,242.70

Friends of Abbotsford DRTA   6,500.00

Friends of North Shore RTA   2,100.00

Friends of Vancouver RTA  26,461.18

ANTICIPATED REVENUE FOR 2024-2025

Membership Fees  69,500.00

Interest on Capital  32,000.00

Bequests  53,000.00

Donations    5,000.00

ANTICIPATED EXPENSES FOR 2024-2025

Grants (RR Smith & Friends)  70,000.00

AGM    1,000.00

Board Expenses    1,500.00

Bank Fees    4,500.00

Jim Reid-Treasurer-R.R. Smith Community Budget



MOTION: TO APPROVE THE DRAFT BUDGET



BYLAWS FOR RATIFYING-MOTION



R. R. SMITH ELECTION CANDIDATES
                     8 TO BE ELECTED

• Kerry Babiuk

• Steve Bailey

• Dave Carter

• Gail Chaddock-Costello

• Laurence Greeff

• Sarah Joyce

• Barbara Mikulec

• Jim Reid



MOTION: TO APPROVE THE CANDIDATES FOR 
A ONE YEAR TERM ON THE R. R. SMITH 
BOARD



THANK YOU
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